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APHIS' Plant Protection and Quarantine (PPQ) program and its State partners are
working together to protect honey bees and other pollinators by combating the
yellow-legged hornet. This invasive hornet is a serious predator of bee colonies and
threatens the health of native pollinators that support our Nation’s agriculture.

Since the hornet was first detected in Savannah, GA in 2023, PPQ has worked with
the Georgia Department of Agriculture, Clemson University’s Department of Plant
Industry, and the North Carolina Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services to
slow and contain its spread. Most recently, North Carolina confirmed its first finding
of a yellow-legged hornet, prompting expanded early-detection efforts across the
State.

This season, PPQ and State partners are increasing trapping, strengthening public
outreach, and refining survey methods to help teams locate nests more quickly.
More than 7,400 traps are now deployed across Georgia and South Carolina, with
additional traps placed throughout North Carolina to support early detection.

The Georgia Department of Agriculture has already captured more than 200 queens,
mostly in Savannah and nearby coastal areas. Clemson’s Department of Plant
Industry is conducting a surge effort in York County, SC after confirming a new
population there in late 2025. Surge operations provide a short-term, high-intensity
increase in staff, traps, and resources to rapidly boost detection and response.

Teams are also using new tools, including bait stations and advanced mapping
dashboards, to track activity and guide field operations. Public outreach remains a
critical part of the response. Agencies are hosting community events, distributing
informational mailers, and encouraging residents to report any suspected sightings.

States outside the Southeast are also staying alert. After a Washington State
Department of Agriculture grain inspector photographed a live hornet on a vessel in
Vancouver, WA, officials in both Oregon and Washington launched detection surveys
to determine whether the insect is present in the area.

Public reporting plays an essential role in finding new detections quickly. If you think
you have seen a yellow-legged hornet or nest, report it right away. Early reports
help responders locate and remove nests quickly.

In Georgia, call 404-656-3600, email yellow.legged.hornet@agr.ga.gov, or use
the online reporting form.

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant-pests-diseases/yellow-legged-hornet
mailto:yellow.legged.hornet@agr.ga.gov
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/7b8255c0dbbd41daadd269d0ae2eb36a


In North Carolina, call Area 2 Apiary Inspector Anton Joubert at 919-930-1859
or use the online reporting form.
In South Carolina, call 864-646-2140 or use the online reporting form.
In other States, contact your State Plant Regulatory Official or State Plant
Health Director.

https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/580253bb545f4024907319bf34b39e95
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/4654e1d5a6be4b47aa7acd2ff0a357cf
https://www.nationalplantboard.org/members.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/contact/plant-health?filter=report+a+pest+or+disease%2C+ask+about+domestic+or+emergency+programs+in+my+State%2C+or+move+plants+or+plant+products+interstate
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/contact/plant-health?filter=report+a+pest+or+disease%2C+ask+about+domestic+or+emergency+programs+in+my+State%2C+or+move+plants+or+plant+products+interstate

