2025 Deputy Administrator’s Safe Trade Award:
Israel Preclearance Bulb Inspection Team

A team of 22 people faced a unique challenge. Due to security restrictions,
APHIS inspectors couldn’t travel to Israel for preclearance inspections. But
instead of halting trade, this team innovated. They built a remote monitoring
model—Ilive video inspections from Israel, supplemental photo reviews, and
physical inspections at ports in New Jersey and the Netherlands. Between
August and September, they inspected nearly 400,000 dry bulbs—and only 500
were rejected for soil contamination. Trade continued with minimal delay, and
safeguarding standards never wavered. This was safe trade under extraordinary
circumstances. Congratulations to the Israel Preclearance Bulb Inspection
Team—they proved that when we innovate and collaborate, we keep trade

moving safely.
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