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New World Screwworm 
· New World screwworm (NWS) is a serious pest that affects warm-blooded wildlife (e.g., deer, rabbits, feral hogs); livestock; pets; and, less commonly, people and birds.
· Adult NWS flies are about the size of a common housefly or slightly larger.
· NWS flies are attracted to open wounds. Animals that have recently given birth, suffered an injury, or had a surgical procedure such as dehorning or branding, are most vulnerable. Even a wound as small as a tick bite can attract screwworm. 
· The flies lay eggs in the wound and the eggs hatch into larvae that feed on the living tissue of warm-blooded animals. 
· Untreated infestations can be fatal to livestock, wildlife, and people. 
· While adult NWS flies can fly, they generally do not travel more than a couple of miles if there are suitable host animals in the area. NWS spread over long distances usually occurs when infested animals, including wildlife, move to new areas and carry the pest there. 
· Early detection and immediate reporting are critical for containing and eradicating NWS infestations.  Quick action can also protect and save threatened and endangered species.
· NWS is not contagious and does not spread directly from animals to people or from person to person.
· Not all maggot infestations in tissue (myiasis) are caused by NWS, but any maggots on living animals should be treated as suspicious and reported.
Signs of New World Screwworm
· Signs include:
· Maggots (larvae) or white masses in wounds or other body openings, such as the nose, ears, genitalia, and the navels of newborn animals. 
· Wounds that do not heal and often have a bloody discharge and foul odor. 
· Animals that appear in pain, seem irritated, or isolate themselves. 
Role of Hunters, Sportsmen, Wildlife Professionals, and Conservationists
· New World screwworm (NWS) causes infestations that result in severe tissue damage and can lead to high mortality rates in domestic and wild animals if not promptly treated. These infestations may also contribute to reduction in wildlife populations, ultimately reducing hunting opportunities in affected areas.
· Hunters, sportsmen, wildlife professionals, and conservationists play a key role in early detection to save wildlife and in stopping outbreaks before they spread. Early spotting and reporting are one of the strongest tools we have to support wildlife health and hunting traditions.
· Wildlife surveillance is crucial for controlling NWS outbreaks in the United States, as wildlife can spread the pest over wide areas and across state lines. Monitoring screwworm in these populations is important for protecting wild species and other animals. 
· Even after domestic animal cases are resolved, continued vigilance in wildlife surveillance helps prevent further spread and supports the overall health of animals across the country.
· When hunting, remain alert for any signs of NWS in wildlife. If you suspect a case, promptly report it to local wildlife authorities, the USDA, or through the official channels at screwworm.gov.  Do not move potentially infested carcasses.
· Stay alert for signs of NWS, especially during mating season, when deer are at higher risk. Pay close attention to bucks during the rut, newborn fawns, and animals that have recently suffered injuries, as these groups are particularly susceptible to NWS infestations.
· NWS can impact wild game populations because infested wildlife may die, reducing game populations, fawn survival, antler quality, and compromising game quality.  
· Stay informed about NWS-related regulations affecting wildlife management. In the United States, wildlife is considered a public trust resource, meaning multiple government agencies may have regulatory authority over wildlife, depending on each species’ classification and legal status. 
· Before undertaking hunting trips, it is essential to check the latest regulations governing the transportation of wildlife across the U.S. border. Both state and federal agencies may enforce restrictions on moving live animals, meat, or carcasses between counties and states. These rules are designed to prevent the spread of diseases and protect livestock and native wildlife populations.
· When traveling to areas affected by NWS, check the latest rules for bringing game, wildlife, animal parts, trophies, or pets across the U.S. border. Rules are designed to prevent the spread of diseases and protect livestock and native wildlife populations.
· Conservationists and wildlife professionals should proactively inform clients about the risks associated with NWS; promote vigilance and encourage prompt reporting of any suspicious (for example: oozing, foul odor, maggots, or white masses) wounds or unusual animal behaviors observed in the field.
· Recognize the signs, take action, and report quickly:
· Observe and inspect live or harvested animals for signs of myiasis (infestation with fly maggots), especially near border regions or within designated surveillance zones.
· What to do:
· Document the location (using GPS if possible), date, species, and wound description. Note: Wildlife with advanced screwworm infestations is usually only noticed and reported when the larvae are mature. 
· Take photos or videos of the wound when possible.
· Contact local wildlife authorities or USDA Wildlife Services office at 866-4USDA-WS (866-487-3297) immediately. USDA’s reporting channels are also listed on screwworm.gov. 
Role of Wildlife Partners and Stakeholders  
· Support outbreak surveillance using game cameras, inspections at check stations, and targeted removals. 
· Provide clear guidance and training to hunters, landowners, and field staff on signs of NWS and correct reporting protocols. 
· Support surveillance by documenting and reporting unusual wildlife injuries or wounds.
· Coordinate with USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, state wildlife authorities, veterinary services, and wildlife health officials to create shared action plans.
USDA Actions on NWS Prevention in Wildlife 
· USDA has implemented extensive wildlife surveillance, inspecting wildlife across multiple species for signs of New World screwworm. 
· USDA deploys an extensive fly trapping network—monitoring both NWS-specific traps and fruit fly traps for screwworm. 
· USDA has distributed NWS sample kits to wildlife agencies, field staff, and partner agencies (including U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services and state wildlife authorities). 
· The USDA conducts outreach initiatives through ready-to-print educational materials, roundtable discussions, and informative briefings to increase awareness among members of national sportsmen’s groups and wildlife stakeholder organizations. All of this information is available on screwworm.gov.
· USDA partners with border states (TX, NM, AZ, CA) on wildlife-focused outreach, technical briefings, and hunter education.
· USDA maintains interagency coordination, including U.S. Department of Interior (DOI), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), National Park Service (NPS), Tribal Nations, and wildlife organizations nationwide. 
· USDA is working with Mexico to increase wildlife surveillance to help ensure wildlife aren’t bringing new infestations across the border and to inform the sterile fly release to protect the United States 
· USDA’s National Veterinary Services Laboratories tests samples submitted from wildlife and would confirm wildlife cases in addition to livestock and pet cases.
· APHIS has Mounted Patrol Inspectors, often called Tick Riders, who patrol the border for stray livestock. Beginning in November 2025, these inspectors added NWS support, including inspecting and treating stray livestock for NWS and inspecting and reporting wildlife for signs of myiasis. 
· Sterile fly releases are essential to protecting our wildlife populations. Because wild animals move freely across landscapes, they can move NWS flies and larvae to new locations. By using sterile fly releases to interrupt that spread, USDA can safeguard wildlife and reduce the overall risk of NWS.
· USDA released the NWS Playbook, which guides a domestic response. Recognizing the importance of including wildlife in USDA's overall preparedness and domestic response efforts, a section of the overall NWS Response Playbook lays out how to "Implement NWS Surveillance and Management Strategies in Wildlife," detailing USDA's planned actions for wildlife should NWS reach the United States. There are also supporting wildlife appendixes included, such as those for Disposition, to further assist and clarify these efforts. The NWS Playbook lays out clear, science-based steps for: 
· Coordinating response efforts across agencies and partners 
· Slowing or stopping spread of the pest 
· Treating affected animals 
· Conducting fly surveillance and control 
· Keeping businesses operating safely during a response 
· Sharing timely information so everyone understands the situation 
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