

Annex 15
USA COMMENTS IN BLUE FONT
GLOSSARY
BIOSECURITY
means a set of management, behavioural procedural, and physical measures designed to reduce the likelihood risk of entry of pathogenic agents into a given population and the exposure of animals to these pathogenic agents introduction, establishment and spread of pathogenic agentsanimal diseases, infections or infestations in order to avoid their establishment and spread within and from and within an animal that population.
RATIONALE: Including behavioral factors may lead to suitability assessments (e.g. mental health) rather than performance- and outcome-based metrics established from procedural controls. This change also makes the definition more objectively achievable.
BIOSECURITY PLAN
means a plan document or series of documents that identifyies potential sources and pathways and factors for entry of pathogenic agents into a given population, and the exposure of animals and factors for the transmission of these pathogenic agents. the introduction, establishment and spread of pathogenic agents disease in a zone or compartment. and It also describes the corresponding biosecurity measures to be implemented and the mechanisms to evaluate its performance and to update it the planwhich are being or will be applied to mitigate the disease risks, if applicable, in accordance with the recommendations in the Terrestrial Code.
RATIONALE: Edited for clarity.
BORDER INSPECTION POST
means any airport, or any port, railway station or road check-point international point of entry for commodities open to international trade of commodities, and associated facilities, where import veterinaryofficial inspections can be is performed by Veterinary Services.
CONTAINER
means a non-self-propelled receptable or other rigid structure for holding animals to carry hold commodities during transportation a journey by one or several means of transport.
DISINFECTION
COMMENT: Recommend including the purpose/s of “disinfection” in the definition so it is clear what needs to be achieved by the process. For instance, disinfection may prevent transmission of certain microorganisms to a susceptible host or it might make articles safe for use or disposal.
means an action the application, after thorough cleansing, of procedures intended to inactivate or destroy pathogenic agents on potentially contaminated objects. the infectious or parasitic agents of animal diseases, including zoonoses; this applies to premises, vehicles and different objects which may have been directly or indirectly contaminated.
DISINSECTION DISINFESTATION
COMMENT: The Code definition of “disinsection” expands a common meaning of the term to include all arthropods. Generally, the definition of the word (and even the word itself) suggests its meaning is more limited to removal of insects only. Recommend replacing this term with "disinfestation," which is a more commonly recognized and used term. Generally, “disinfestation” means removal of all pests--arthropods and small rodents--that could cause disease. It may be less confusing to narrow this definition for Code reference to the removal of only arthropods versus expanding the definition of disinsection to include removal of all arthropods.
means an action intended to kill or eliminate arthropods from establishments, means of transport, slaughterhouses or any other premises or equipment used for animals.
ISOLATION
means the placement of an animal or a group of animals separated from other animals under appropriate biosecurity.
PATHOGENIC AGENT
means a biological agent or toxin that causes, or contributes to, the development of a disease in animals.
RATIONALE: Recommend addition of “or toxin” because they may also be pathogenic agents.
POINT OF ENTRY
means any point specific location at which commodities enter the territory of a country.
POINT OF EXIT
[bookmark: _Hlk152245828]means any point specific location from where commodities leave the territory of a country the exporting country.
QUARANTINE STATION CENTRE
means an establishment under the control of the Veterinary Authority where animals are maintained in isolation for observation, and if appropriate testing and treatment, during a specified length of time under appropriate biosecurity to prevent  with no direct or indirect ensure no contact with other animals and vectors when relevant, to ensure so that there is no transmissionentry of specified pathogenic agents from entering  outside into nor escape escaping out of the establishment while the animals are undergoing observation for a specified length of time and, if appropriate, testing or treatment.
SEROCONVERSION
means either the change from a seronegative to a seropositive condition of an animal, demonstrated by a serological test specific for the antigen at two time points, or a four-fold or more rise in antibody titre in paired sera sampled at an appropriate interval, demonstrated by an ordinal test specific for the antigen.
RATIONALE: Recommend addition of the phrase “at two time points” to better clarify how the change from seronegative to seropositive, inherent to the process of seroconversión, needs to be made from testing samples collected at two distinct time points, one sample yielding a negative result, and the other sample yielding a positive result.
Some Code chapters are now identifying a confirmed case of disease based solely on the process of seroconversion. This includes the recently adopted Chapter 8.Y, Nipah virus, and Chapters 8.2, Tularemia and 10.X Avian Metapneumovirus, currently under review.
This edit is not only important to Articles 8.Y.1.3 (Nipah), 8.20.1.3 (Tularemia) and 10.X.1.3 (Avian metapneumovirus) as significant points for disease case definitions, but it also helps draw a clear distinction between a confirmed case of disease based on seroconversion in contrast to a confirmed case based on detection of antibodies specific to an antigen from a single animal sample when clinical signs or other epidemiological links are present (Articles 8.Y.1.4 (Nipah), 8.20.1.4 (Tularemia) and 10.X.1.4 (Avian metapneumovirus).  

SWILL
means food scraps or food waste, that contain or have been in contact with animal products, and which may be used as feed.
TRANSIT COUNTRY
means a country through which commodities destined for another country an importing country are transported or in which they make a stopover is made at a border post.
VEHICLE/VESSELMEANS OF TRANSPORT
means any means of conveyance including any land vehicle, a train, truck, trailer, aircraft or shipvessel that is used for carrying transporting animals commodities.
___________________________
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