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Proposed Resolutions

Resolutions are charges to pursue initiatives or further explore specific industry or program
challenges. Resolutions that are passed at the HOD meeting may be routed to Working Groups
to facilitate appropriate investigation and development. If the Working Group or entity
evaluating the resolution finds utility in it, the resolution may direct a proposed standard, which
can inform program content and direction.

Any interested party or individual may submit a proposed resolution.

Approval of proposed resolutions requires a majority vote by the delegate body.



PROPOSED RESOLUTION NUMBER: 2025-1

TITLE:

SUBMITTER:
RESOLUTION:

Explore the potential for pseudorabies and
brucellosis monitored certification program in
U.S. SHIP.

KS Department of Agriculture

The U.S. SHIP House of Delegates requests the
U.S. SHIP staff and stakeholders to work
collaboratively to establish a working group to
evaluate the potential for introducing a PRV and
brucellosis monitored health status certification
within U.S. SHIP to be considered by the 2026
U.S. SHIP House of Delegates.

Similar to the 2024 Resolution to explore the
potential for PEDV certification in U.S. SHIP this
would be an optional certification for
participants. The ASF/CSF Monitored certification
is the baseline and only required certification
within U.S. SHIP (similar to the Salmonella
pullorum being the baseline certification in
NPIP). Additional certifications for endemic
diseases are envisioned to be optional

and utilized by participants in an ala-carte
fashion. Therefore, a participant currently
certified as ASF/CSF Monitored would not

be required to participate in a PRV and/or
brucellosis certification to remain certified as
ASF/CSF Monitored.



PROPOSED RESOLUTION NUMBER:

TITLE:

SUBMITTER:

RESOLUTION:

2025-2

Explore the potential for Mycoplasma
hyopneumoniae (Mhp) certification in U.S. SHIP.

MN Delegation

Whereas, the U.S. Swine Health Improvement
Plan (U.S. SHIP) is an industry, State, and Federal
partnership that centers on establishing a
national program for safeguarding, certifying, and
bettering the health of U.S. swine and
competitiveness of the U.S. pork industry.

Whereas, the initial scope of U.S. SHIP has been
focused on establishing the ASF/CSF Monitored
certification.

Whereas, the development of a platform for
certifying the health of U.S. swine being
established in U.S. SHIP could be leveraged to
certify and mitigate the impact of any number of
endemic diseases of high consequences to the
U.S. pork industry.

Now, therefore be it resolved: the U.S. SHIP
House of Delegates requests the U.S. SHIP staff
and stakeholders to work

collaboratively to establish a working group to
evaluate the next steps and potential for

a Mhp health status certification within U.S.
SHIP.



PROPOSED RESOLUTION NUMBER:

TITLE:

SUBMITTER:

RESOLUTION:

2025-3

Approve aggregate samples for ASF/CSF
surveillance outside of Control Areas

U.S. SHIP Sampling & Testing Working Group (M
Paustian, M Schwartz, R Main)

Whereas, in the event of an incursion of ASF/CSF
into the United States, broadly applicable and
uniform disease surveillance and testing
regimens of farm site premises for ASF/CSF
outside of Control Areas is a

foundational component of the U.S. SHIP
ASF/CSF Monitored certification program.

Whereas, the effectiveness of aggregate samples
(most notably oral fluids) for use in detecting
ASF/CSF is well documented and supported in
the peer-reviewed literature.

Whereas, aggregate samples have been well-
studied, have a long-standing track record of
success, and are broadly used at scale for herd-
level detection of endemic viruses of high
consequence by U.S. pork industry participants.

Whereas, U.S. pork producers and swine
veterinarians know how to proficiently collect
and submit aggregate samples to diagnostic labs
and the USDA NAHLN labs certified to conduct
ASF/CSF testing are well-equipped for testing
aggregate sample types at scale.

Whereas, aggregate samples check all of the
boxes of the key elements of the sample types
needed for the U.S. SHIP ASF/CSF Monitored
surveillance strategy (i.e., practical, effective,
user-friendly, broadly applicable, scalable,
supported by sound science, and leverage the
breadth of expertise of the veterinarians,

pork producers, diagnosticians, and veterinary
diagnostic labs actively working to support and
protect the health of U.S. swine on a daily basis).



Now, therefore be it resolved: the U.S. SHIP
House of Delegates requests USDA to broadly
accept the utility of aggregate samples (e.g., oral
fluids and processing fluids) as approved sample
types for the U.S. SHIP ASF/CSF Monitored use
case of conducting ASF/CSF surveillance
(screening tests) outside of Control Areas.



PROPOSED RESOLUTION NUMBER:

TITLE:

SUBMITTER:

RESOLUTION:

2025-4 NOT PASSED

Adopt U.S. SHIP sampling & testing standards as
adopted by U.S. SHIP House of Delegates

U.S. SHIP Sampling & Testing Working Group (M
Paustian, M Schwartz, R Main)

Whereas, bringing industry, State, and Federal
partners together to derive the U.S. SHIP’s
program content and direction through a rigorous
democratic process (U.S. SHIP House of
Delegates) is core to the intent and operating
principles of the U.S. SHIP.

Whereas, the current U.S. SHIP sampling and
testing requirements have and will continue to be
thoughtfully informed via U.S. SHIP House of
Delegates that includes representation of the full
breadth of U.S. pork industry participants,
subject matter experts with industry and species-
specific practical know-how, and have a
personally vested interest in the success of the
program.

Whereas, in the event of an introduction of
ASF/CSF into the U.S., the U.S. SHIP ASF/CSF
Monitored sampling and testing requirements
serve to provide a practical, effective, uniform,
and broadly recognized system of surveillance for
enhancing early detection and demonstrating
evidence of freedom of disease outside of
Control Areas.

Whereas, albeit the current testing requirements
for the ASF/CSF Monitored certification are not
overly costly or burdensome on an individual
farm site basis, if broadly implemented among
U.S. pork industry participants, the collective
power of detection derived through the
surveillance strategy being implemented

would be the most capable and robust system of
real-time disease surveillance of livestock that



has ever been implemented in the history of the
u.S.

Now, therefore be it resolved: the U.S. SHIP
House of Delegates requests USDA to support
and fully adopt the current U.S. SHIP Sampling &
Testing Standards (Sample Types & Sampling
Requirements) as have been set via the work and
resulting actions of U.S. SHIP House of Delegates
Forums held in 2021, 2022, 2023, and 2024.



PROPOSED RESOLUTION NUMBER:

TITLE:

SUBMITTER:

RESOLUTION:

2025-5

Task force - Use of aggregate samples in ASF/CSF
Control Area surveillance testing algorithms

U.S. SHIP Sampling & Testing Working Group (M
Paustian, M Schwartz, R Main)

Whereas, having the ability to capably respond to
a large-scale (multifocal) outbreak of ASF/CSF in
the United States is of utmost importance to U.S.
pork industry participants, dependent
communities, and the security of the U.S. food
supply chain,

Whereas, current ASF/CSF Control Area testing
algorithms that include collecting samples from
31 individual animals per barn on a recurring
basis are not such that could be realistically
implemented in the instance of a large scale
(multi-focal) outbreak of ASF/CSF in pig dense
regions of the U.S.,

Whereas, the limitations concerning the practical
operational and fiscal realities of being able to
collect, prepare, and process the 31 individual
animal samples per barn for testing were a well-
recognized constraint during the far reaching
“Swine Fever Exercise for Agriculture and
Response (SFEAR)” conducted in 2019,

Whereas, the use of aggregate samples for
detection of ASF/CSF is well-supported by the
scientific literature,

Whereas, aggregate samples (most notably oral
fluids and processing fluids) have a long-
standing track record of use and success for
herd-level detection of endemic viruses of high
consequence in the U.S. pork industry.

Whereas, U.S. pork producers and swine
veterinarians can proficiently collect



and submit aggregate samples to USDA NAHLN
labs for testing.

Whereas, proactively utilizing U.S. pork industry
participant expertise towards helping to inform
alternative Control Area testing algorithm options
to the current (primary) option of 31 individual
animal samples per barn that could be made
available for use in the event of a large scale
(multi-focal) outbreak of ASF/CSF in the U.S.
would seemingly be a prudent and responsible
step forward in the continual improvement of the
ASF/CSF preparedness and response plansin the
United States.

Now, therefore be it resolved: the U.S. SHIP
House of Delegates requests a Resolution be put
forth by the United States Animal Health
Association (USAHA) Committee on Swine for the
USDA to establish a task force of industry, state,
and federal partners whose specific purpose
centers on developing additional options for the
ASF/CSF Control Area surveillance testing
algorithms that include incorporating the utility of
aggregate samples.
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PROPOSED RESOLUTION NUMBER:

TITLE:

SUBMITTER:

RESOLUTION:

2025-6

Establishment of a U.S. SHIP Stakeholder's
Working Group that develops consistent SHIP
standards for producer enrollment and
certification

Wisconsin Pork Association

Whereas, the U.S. SHIP is an industry, State, and
Federal partnership that centers

on establishing a national program for
safeguarding, certifying, and bettering the health
of U.S. swine and the competitiveness of the U.S.
pork industry; and

Whereas, the success and credibility of any
national swine health program relies on
standards that are clear, consistent, and relevant
to ensure alighment and assurance among
stakeholders; and

Whereas, U.S. pork producers are the backbone
of the U.S. SHIP program and therefore, should
provide direction on what the purpose and
relevance U.S. SHIP program standards should
be.

Whereas, there is a need to clarify expectations
and verification of U.S. SHIP program standards
to ensure that all Official State Agencies (OSAs)
are holding their pork producers to the same
standards to uphold the program's credibility and
ability to safeguard, certify, and better the health
of U.S. swine and the competitiveness of the U.S.
pork industry;

Now, therefore be it resolved: that a
stakeholder working group be established to
review current program standards and
recommend language to ensure standards are
consistent and aligned regarding enrollment
and certification for all producers as well as
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clarify and verify a producer's biosecurity role
and purpose in U.S. SHIP; and

Furthermore, the U.S. SHIP Program Standards
Working Group shall consist of one pork
producer representative from each of the draft
ISU pilot GCC regions as outlined in the draft rule
as well as three State Animal Health Officials and
one member of the USDA APHIS U.S. SHIP
administrative staff; and

The U.S. SHIP Program Standards Working Group
shall collaborate over the next 12 months

to determine what the consistent program
standards should be, clarify farm level
biosecurity certification and program compliance
expectations, and ensure procedures and
practices are adoptable at all levels within the
pork industry. This working group shall bring forth
their recommendations for approval at the 2026
HOD meeting.
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PROPOSED RESOLUTION NUMBER:

TITLE:

SUBMITTER:

RESOLUTION:

2025-7

Proxy voting system for U.S. SHIP House of
Delegates

IN Delegation

The Indiana delegation proposes the formation of
a task force comprised of a cross section of the
SHIP delegate body to develop a proposal for a
proxy voting process to be implemented at SHIP
House of Delegates business meetings.

The proposal should contain, at a minimum,
suggestions for how to submit notice of intent to
vote by proxy, minimum in-person attendance
requirements to conduct SHIP business, and the
maximum number of proxy votes to be exercised
perin-person attendee.
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PROPOSED RESOLUTION NUMBER:

TITLE:

SUBMITTER:

RESOLUTION:

2025-8

Support for U.S. SHIP Federal Advisory
Committee Act (FACA) General Conference
Committee upon codification of the U.S. SHIP
program

Mike Walker, Dr. Mary Battrell, Dr. Christine
Mainquist-Wingham, Dr. Brian Hoefs

Whereas, the U.S. Swine Health Improvement
Plan (U.S. SHIP) is an industry, State, and Federal
partnership that centers on establishing a
national program for safeguarding, certifying, and
bettering the health of U.S. swine and
competitiveness of the U.S. pork industry
modelled after the long-standing National Poultry
Improvement Plan (NPIP),

Whereas, the U.S. SHIP House of Delegates
(HOD) incorporated an elected GCC in the final 2
years of the pilot program with the intended
functionality similar to the NPIP. These functions
included assisting the USDA in planning,
organizing, and conducting the annual HOD and
to represent the cooperating States in advising
the plan administrators with respect to
administrative procedures and interpretations of
the Plan provisions, and assisting in evaluating
comments received from interested persons
concerning proposed amendments to the Plan
provisions. If the GCC models after its corollary
in NPIP, upon codification of the SHIP program,
the committee would also recommend to the
Secretary of Agriculture any changes in the
provisions of the Plan as may be necessitated by
unforeseen conditions when postponement until
the next HOD would seriously impair the
operation of the program, serve as an official
advisory committee for the study of

problems relating to swine health and as the
need arises, to make specific recommendations
to the Secretary of Agriculture concerning ways
in which the USDA may assist the industry in
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solving these problems, serve as a direct liaison
between the SHIP and the United States Animal
Health Association, and advise and make
recommendations to the USDA regarding SHIP
involvement or representation at swine industry
functions and activities as deemed necessary or
advisable for the purposes of the SHIP.

Now, therefore be it resolved: the U.S. SHIP
House of Delegates requests the USDA pursue
approval to establish a FACA for a U.S. SHIP GCC
and establish elections for GCC members

at subsequent House of Delegate meetings once
the U.S. SHIP program is codified.
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PROPOSED RESOLUTION NUMBER:

TITLE:

SUBMITTER:

RESOLUTION:

2025-9

Explore the potential for setting up pilot project(s)
demonstrating PEDV Monitored status in U.S.
SHIP

AASV and the MN Delegation

The U.S. Swine Health Improvement Plan (U.S.
SHIP) is an industry, State, and Federal
partnership that centers on establishing a
national program for safeguarding, certifying, and
bettering the health of U.S. swine and
competitiveness of the U.S. pork industry, U.S.
SHIP House of Delegates approved a resolution
in 2025 to evaluate next steps and potential for
introducing a PEDV health status certification
within U.S. SHIP. A standard for PEDV Clean
certification is being considered at this, the 2025
U.S. SHIP House of Delegates as an option for
high-health farms involving frequent surveillance
consistent with current practices by genetics and
multiplication sites.

Now, therefore be it resolved: the U.S. SHIP
House of Delegates requests the pursuit of pilot
project(s) to develop and assess practical and
effective potential standards to establish a PEDV
Monitored certification status to be considered
by the 2026 U.S. SHIP House of Delegates.

16



